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Rustic meets refined in contractor Erica Neel’s Crestline kitchen.

interiors & exteriors

F E B R U A R Y | M A R C H 2 0 1 0 • 2524 • F E B R U A R Y | M A R C H 2 0 1 0

INTERIORS LO 5:MARbody  10/5/10  12:51 PM  Page 24



the room,” says Erica. The team
designed the room around a
large central island, which offers
plenty of prep space and doubles
as a buffet. They installed an
additional task sink beneath
the window—a useful perk
when more than one person is
cooking.

Erica then looked to local
kitchen expert Cyndy Cantley to
fabricate custom cabinetry and
assist in the selection of materials
and finishes. With 3-inch lime-
stone countertops and a ceiling
made of reclaimed lapped siding
from a Midwest barn, the
kitchen commands attention.
Erica introduced her favorite
color into the otherwise neutral
space with a flashy backsplash
tiled in sea-blue mosaic glass.
The bold hue adds unexpected
visual drama to the kitchen. “It’s
just enough color to make a
statement without being over-
whelming,” says Erica.

Though she has countless
projects under her belt, Erica still
finds satisfaction in her work.
“This business is so gratifying,”
she says. “Unlike so many other
career fields, with every finished
job, I visually see an end result.”
In her own home, the result is a
truly one-of-a-kind space.
“Guests enter our home and stop
when they get to the kitchen,”
says Erica. “It’s the star of the
house.”

design “pro-files”

Birmingham-based contractor Erica Neel
of Structures Inc. specializes in every-
thing from new construction to complete
remodels.
the motto: Improving clientsʼ lives
by improving their spaces.
the goal: To provide excellent
construction services at a reasonable
rate.

A custom built-in cupboard offers additional
storage. Erica inserted chicken wire into cabinet door
faces instead of glass to creatively display dishware.

Just off the kitchen, the mudroom provides a
transitional space before entering the home.
The cozy built-in nook offers a place to sit while
unloading shoes and jackets. Erica repeated the
kitchen’s wood ceiling as wall paneling, adding
visual cohesion between the two adjacent
spaces.
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hen local contrac-
tor Erica Neel isn’t
on the job, you’ll

likely find her in the kitchen,
whipping up a tasty dish
while spending time with
friends and family. The queen
of renovations and owner of
Birmingham-based Stuctures
Inc. has orchestrated notewor-
thy remodels all over town,
but inside the walls of the
Crestline home she shares
with her husband, Preston,
lies her most stunning
redesign to date.

With plenty of experience
overseeing the transformation
of remodeled kitchens, Erica
didn’t have to look far for
inspiration when it came time
for designing and building her
own. The latest energy-
efficient appliances with
restaurant-grade capabilities
were a given. But style-wise,
Erica wanted a space that
offered upscale rustic appeal.

“We wanted it to feel
modern and have all the
conveniences of a newly
remodeled kitchen with the
character and personality of a
space that had been around
for decades,” says Erica. Most
of all, the Neels wanted their
kitchen to feel like home. “We
weren’t going for anything
too fancy or over-the-top,”
she says. “But we cook a lot,
and I knew we would spend a
lot of time here.”

Erica and Preston worked
with Shepard and Davis
Architects to draw up prelimi-
nary plans. In order to main-
tain an open and airy feel, the
blueprints omitted upper cabi-
netry, instead offering a win-
dowed wall that floods the
room with natural light. “With
the dark, heavy woodwork
overhead, I knew we’d need
plenty of windows to brighten

W

“I got into the business by
accident,” admits Erica, who left
New York to develop a piece of
family property in Alabama.
Following her initial success, Erica
was determined to stay in the
business she had grown to love and
founded Structures Inc. in 2005.

A custom hood atop arched corbels looms
above a stainless dual-fuel range. Inserted into
the glass backsplash, the pot filler is helpful
when cooking with large, heavy pots.

the facts: Structures Inc. special-
izes in the finest quality renovations
and has experience in green building
and universal design. The company
has offices in Pelham and Pepper
Place and is currently building new
homes in Shelby County.

For more information call Structures
Inc. at 205.663.4252 or visit
structureshomes.com
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